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unreasonable to lind in these words a reference
to S. John x. 9, " I am the Joor; by Me if any
man enter in, he shall be saved/' But we
acknowledge that this and other apparent re-
ferences, when taken alone, would fall short of
proving that Hernias was acquainted with our
Gospels.

The really valuable evidence to be derived
from Hernias is of a different kind from that to
be derived from Justin, and forms a valuable
supplement to it. Hernias seems to say nothing
less than this, viz. that in his own time, i.e. as
early as 140-150 A.D., and perhaps still earlier,
there existed at Rome an authoritative collec-
tion of Four Gospels. If he really says this,
his evidence is of the highest value. These Four
Gospels must be our four, because there is no
trace in East or West of any other Gospels
which ever formed a collection of four.

But there must be a history behind the collec-
tion. People collect things which have already,
by lapse of time and by practical proof, gained a
certain value or authority. Coins are collected
only after they have become valuable or old.
Laws are collected into codes after they have
been tried and found useful. In like manner,